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Concept: The watershed governance prism

(1) Ecosystems-
Health/Well-being 

(2) Watersheds-
Ecosystems

(3) Watersheds-
Health/Well-being 

(4) Watersheds-Social 
Systems

(5) Social Systems-
Health/Well-being 

(6) Ecosystems-Social 
Systems

>>With special attention to:

contaminants,

pathogens,

disease vectors,

toxic,

extending with severe implications

for human health, as wellas for the

loss of biological diversity and/or

ecosystem services.

>>They are the natural resources and
ecosystem management:

including the use of water and land,
agroecosystems, food security,
protection to the base flow,
environmental flows, wetlands,
seawater intrusion and soil
salinization.

>>Related services are: water and
infrastructure including:
protection of water sources,
sanitation and hygiene, sewage
treatment; natural disasters such
as floods, droughts, landslides, as
wellas damages to irrigation and
drainage.

>>Is water for socio-economic and
community development, access
to water and water rights
(particularly for the poor), public
and private management of water
to monetize through dams,
reservoirs and hydroelectric plant;
equity issues both upstream and
downstream; space-time
variability.

>> This section involves social, health
impacts on socio-economic status,
inequality, poverty; access to
health services, health promotion,
education, social services and
community development.

>> These are the goods and ecosystem
services (provisioning, supporting,
regulating and cultural services);
management of supply and
demand linked to human-natural
systems that occur at scales
within and outside the watershed.

(Parkes et al., 2010).

“ Look for Indices for 
each Axis ”



The following guidelines are a recommendation score for the decision maker:

Final Product

(Shelton, 2010).

90-100 :   Excellent (small improvements are needed)

80-89 :   Acceptable (recommends improvements)

70-79 :   Marginal (significant improvements are needed in many areas)

60-69 :   Inadequate (many areas of improvement are needed)

59 :   Lower (is an unacceptable situation)

“Baseline Scenario”

“Future water demands”
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