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Río Atoyac, Estado de Puebla, México Atoyac River, state of Puebla, Mexico







"the world's largest single environmental health risk"

Con la creación 
de un cementerio 
recuerdan a más 
de 44 mil muertos 
por contaminación 
del aire en México
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BARRANCAS (PARTES ALTAS DEL RÍO) 

SANTA ROSA XOCHIAC

ANTES

ANTES DESPUÉS

DESPUÉS



TACUBAYA

BEZARES





the best investment life makes, is life.
la mejor inversion que hace la vida, es vida.



RAÍCES

3.1 Ver potencial en el pasado – entender las raíces de este lugar

En la larga historia de esta cuenca y la gente que 
la ha habitado, el abandono del río es un fenó-
meno relativamente reciente. Durante milenios, 
antes del periodo de abandono, la gente y las 
comunidades de este lugar mantuvieron una 
relación muy diferente con el río y con el agua en 
general. Mientras que esta relación parece per-
dida, nuestras entrevistas muestran, de hecho, 

legado poderoso. Acceder a este liberaría una 
energía creativa nueva para reorganizarse al-
rededor de una identidad revitalizada que 
coloque una vez más las aguas de este valle en 
su lugar primordial como fuente de vida.
A continuación apuntamos cuatro aspectos de 
este legado que surgieron en nuestras entrevis-

-
ploración adicional será parte importante para 
desarrollar el potencial de este lugar y revelar 
nuevas oportunidades. 

El agua es el conector en un sistema vivo.
Una rica mitología sostenió durante generaciones la comprensión del río, los bosques, campos, y los 
volcanes que funcionan como un sistema completo, y el papel de los seres humanos en su interior.
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Executive Summary
“The role of green infrastructure in addressing the challenges of 

the 21st century cannot be underestimated. It is a natural, service-
providing infrastructure that is often more cost effective, more 

resilient and more capable of meeting social, environmental and 
economic objectives than ‘grey’ infrastructure.”

—GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE: AN INTEGRATED APPROACH TO LAND USE,  
LANDSCAPE INSTITUTE POSITION STATEMENT (2013)

By working with the natural environment 
as a key driver Cities Alive presents an 
economic way of addressing the challenges 
of population growth and climate change 
in our cities to deliver significant social and 
environmental benefits.

Population growth, climate change, 
resource depletion, pollution and 
urbanisation are all major global challenges 
facing humankind and nowhere more 
than in our cities. The quality of our urban 
environments is particularly at risk and 
vulnerable. As we move towards a more 
sustainable future it is critical that cities 
adapt to and address these contemporary 
challenges. 

Reflecting the scale of the challenges 
ahead, there is urgency to develop more 
sustainably and this has become pervasive 
at all levels of government. The 1987 
Brundtland Commission looked to unite 
countries worldwide to pursue sustainable 
development, and in 2006 the Stern Review 
on the Economics of Climate Change 
discussed the effect of global warming on 
the world economy. The main conclusion 
of the Stern report was that the benefits of 
strong, early action on climate change far 
outweigh the costs of not acting.1

Government policy on the natural  
environment
Emerging government policy in the UK 
such as the Natural Environment White 
Paper 2011 (NEWP)2 and the National 
Planning Policy Framework 2012 (NPPF)3 
recognise the essential contribution and 
services that by our natural environment 
can provide in the move towards more 
sustainable development. These policies 
also reflects the public’s interest in creating 
healthier, greener cities. Under the NPPF 
local plans are required to incorporate 
polices addressing strategic priorities, 
with specific reference to the landscape. 
It also requires public bodies to cooperate 
on these proprieties across administrative 
boundaries. The NPPF emphasises the 
importance of the multifunctional use 
of land, stipulating that planning should 
“promote mixed-use developments and 
encourage multiple benefits from the use of 
land in urban and rural areas, recognising 
that some open land can perform many 
functions such as for wildlife, recreation, 
flood risk mitigation, carbon storage or 
food production.”3 
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(Left) Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust London Wetlands Centre. 
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La Chinantla, Sierra Norte de Oaxaca





CONTAMINACIÓN EN LOS RÍOS

SALIDA DE DRENAJE A RÍOS

CONTAMINACIÓN EN EL AIRE

LLU
VIA CONTAMINADA

ESCURRIMIENTO POR 

RÍOS ENTUBADOS AL DRENAJE 

Organiza tu picnic, sube tus fotos y videos a: http://picnicenelrio.org/

23 de Septiembre de 9 am a 3 pm sobre Insurgentes y Viaducto
PICNIC EN EL RÍO

RÍOS REGENERADOS
Aire Limpio

Lluvia Limpia a Bosques

Agua Tratada en Humedales

Escurrimiento de Agua
Ríos Regenerados y Vivos
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